
Winner of the ‘99, ‘01, ‘02 & ‘03 McKillop Award!
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THIS MONTHTHIS MONTHTHIS MONTHTHIS MONTHTHIS MONTH

LAST MONTHLAST MONTHLAST MONTHLAST MONTHLAST MONTH
Walter Rundell

Saturday, November 3

Come on over to Liberal, KS at noon, and join
Bill and Steve Lyddon and their families, friends and em-
ployees for burgers. Drinks and tableservice provided,
please bring a dish to share. Door prizes crank up the
fun, and include a helicopter ride! Don’t miss out.

For more information you can call
620-624-1646 or email jenlyddon@swko.net

Don’t come crying to me when you hear how good
Mark Luckie’s special recipe barbeque was,  and realize
you missed it.  A relatively small, but very distinguished
group enjoyed the get together at Ashland last month.
The Luckies and the Whites had gone all out, using
everything out of the party trailer, even to the point of
displaying 377’s amazing collection of plastic table cloths.
You didn’t see those at my fly-in. I’m not sure where all
the troops were but I have had to be AWOL at couple or
three meetings this last year myself.

The usual exchange of information (Bipartisan
Socializing ) went on and I was able to humiliate myself
by asking Steve Proehl how he liked flying the Maule. He
was flying a Piper Pacer.  This, after bragging occasionally
that I can usually identify an airplane by seeing any part
of it.

 Defense: When Bedford Maule rolled out the M4, a
lot of fairly perceptive people were known to speculate
that B.D. might have peeked at Bill Piper’s “ Short Wing
Piper” play book.  Unfortunately, both of them later stuck
a wheel under the nose, destroying the good looks of
the design, but bringing peace and comfort to folks who
had a hard time staying between the runway lights with a
“conventional” gear.  Anyway,  I had barely glanced at
the airplane.

OK OK   I was wrong!
Bill Lyddon was there again with that naked, long

legged beauty.- - -simmer down, it was just their Rocket
RV that is still looking for a paint job.

A.J. was holding court at the nose of his beautiful
red RV, describing some of the work he has done on the
engine cooling airflow.  I have seen horses with nostrils
bigger than the inlets he is using, and yet he says he
gets  good cooling -even at idle. Come to think about it,
those horses weigh more, sweat a lot, and still only put
out one horsepower.  None of this was lost on the judges
at Oshkosh. As reported earlier, they sent him home with
a couple of awards.  Keep in mind that those nit pickers
are not easy dates.

Liberal Municipal (LBL)—LIBERAL, KS
2.0 mi. W of city.

N37-02.65 W100-57.59
CTAF - 122.8

AWOS 118.37  •  620-624-1221
Field Elevation: 2883 MSL

Runways:
17/35: 7,101 x 150’ asphalt

3/21: 5722X150; concrete; PCL; fence ry 3
Lyddon Aero Center 800-659-1646

Mid America Air Museum
Hours are 10am-5pm on Saturdays.

(620) 624-5263 or liberalcityamd@swko.net.

NEXT MONTHNEXT MONTHNEXT MONTHNEXT MONTHNEXT MONTH
Join us for our annual EAA #377

Christmas Party at
Harley & Mary Ellen Foulks’ home

Saturday, Dec. 8 at 5:30pm
(eat at 6)

Bring a covered dish and your best holiday cheer,
and join 377 members and friends as we celebrate the
season together at Harley and Mary Ellen Foulks’ home.
Drinks will be furnished. If anyone needs transportation
from the airport please call 276-6224.

The Foulks’ home is located at 2040 So. Raceway
Rd, Garden City, KS. Location is four miles east of Gar-
den City on highway 50 and two miles south on Race-
way Road. It is marked on the highway as the road to
the Landfill. Coming from the east, it is the first road

going south after you pass the airport and the Irsik-Doll
feed yard.

A short business meeting will follow dinner. We need
to elect officers for 2008; won’t you consider helping
out? We also need to fill out some paperwork for EAA
Headquarters, and review our calendar for the upcom-
ing meeting year. We’ll see you on December 8th!

continued pg. 2 col. 3
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Chapter 377 normally meets
on the second Saturday of
each month. January thru
March meetings are varied.
April through November are
normally fly-ins to different
member airports, with a
potluck at noon and short
meeting following. December
is the Club Christmas Party.
Contact any of the officers
listed to confirm meeting date
and place. Anyone interested
in recreational flying or
building is encouraged to
attend.

FLY PAPER is published
monthly, normally mailed a
week before each meeting/
fly-in.

Annual membership in
Chapter 377 includes one
year subscription to FLY
PAPER. Send $15 ($7.50 after
July 1) to Harley Foulks,
Treasurer,

Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles, photos, etc.
by submitting them to the
Editor/Publisher.

Next deadline is for the
January 2008 issue. Have
your info submitted by
January 3.

OFFICERS:
President—Wayne Neese 620-225-
3368, solo9k1@yahoo.com
Vice President—John (Jack)
Jenkinson, Jr., 620-873-2287(h) 620-
846-2456(w)
funyfarm@swko.net
Newsletter Editor / Publisher—Mary
Shortridge, 620-275-6950,
mshortridge@cox.net, 105 Drury Lane,
Garden City, KS 67846
Tech Counselor—Harry Bartel @
620-544-7600, Jerry Chappell @ 620-
563-7854
Tr e a s u r e r / S e c r e t a r y— H a r l e y
Foulks, 620-276-6224, 2040 S. Race-
way Rd, Garden City, KS  67846, email
harley@wbsnet.org

FRIDAY, NOVEM-
BER 2—

BARTLESVILLE, OK (BVO)
OPEN HOUSE & CHILI FEED.

 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3—
EAA 377  LYDDONS AT  LBL. Noon
potluck. NOTE THIS IS THE FIRST
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10—
FAIRVIEW, OK MUNICIPAL AIR-
PORT (6K4) 56TH Annual World’s
Oldest Free Fly-in and Airshow.
regeir-flying@io2online.com

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8—
EAA 377 CHRISTMAS PARTY.
Harley and Mary Ellen Foulks are
hosts at their Garden City home.

COMINGCOMINGCOMINGCOMINGCOMING
U PU PU PU PU P. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .
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Thanks this month go to: Alan Judy,
Antoine Roels, Don Blackman, EAA
88 newsletter, EAA 1344 newsletter,
Jennifer Lyddon Mannel, Mel Crist,
Nathan Hawkinson, Paul Fiebich,
Todd Crist, Tom Auerbach, Walter
Rundell, Wayne Melanson.

ANOANOANOANOANOTHERTHERTHERTHERTHER
ISSUE!!!ISSUE!!!ISSUE!!!ISSUE!!!ISSUE!!!

MONTHLMONTHLMONTHLMONTHLMONTHLY FLY FLY FLY FLY FLYYYYY-IN- IN- IN- IN- IN
B R E A K FB R E A K FB R E A K FB R E A K FB R E A K FA S T SA S T SA S T SA S T SA S T S

1st Saturday: Ponca City, OK
2nd Saturday: Beaumont, KS
3rd Saturday: Alva, OK
4th Saturday: Augusta
Municipal (3AU)
4th Saturday: Chapter 455
Fly-in Breakfast at Enid
Woodring Regional (WDG) 8-
10:30am
Every Sunday: Lucas, KS cafe
1st Sunday: GCK Flight Deck

A BIG THANK YOU to DON
BLACKM for working on our fly-in
schedule for 2008. If you have any
suggestions for January or Febru-
ary, please let Don (620-275-8630)
or one of the officers know what you
have in mind. January—open
February—open
March 8—Dodge City
April 12— Hugoton
May 10—Scott City
June 14—Anton's
July 12—Rundell's
August—Lakin?
September 13—Judy Ranch
October 11—Ashland or Buffalo
November—Lyddon's at Liberal
December 13—Christmas Party

This Saturday we will be greeted
by the Liberal airport dogs ( I hope
they are not offended that I’ve
forgotten their names) as well as
Steve, Bill and families for their annual
party.  Let’s put enough airplanes on
the LBL ramp that the locals will think
the B-24s are back.  How many RVs
would you have to melt down to make
a B-24.  Somebody want to figure
that out?.

A sincere thanks to the gang at
Ashland for a fun day!

LAST MONTH
continued from pg. 1
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JESS WAITS and his Aircoupe at the
Ashland fly-in. Another directory
photo from WAYNE MELANSON.
Does Wayne have a photo of you???
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FROM FAA—November 5 marks the open-
ing of a Class D Control Tower at Independence, KS.
7am-7pm.
Contact the tower at 620-332-0332
RW 121.650
AWOS 118.525
Ground 119.225
CTAF 126.075
Tower 126.075

FROM GREG JUDY—I was hoping to have a nice write-
up about the Lockheed Martin Employee Fly-In, but the
weather left 95% of us waiting at our home bases!  We
had 48 aircraft signed up with all the government pa-
perwork and insurance waivers taken care of, but...   I
sat at Arlington with ceilings from 100-300' and 1/2 mile
visibility, it never got any better all day! Oh well, maybe
next year!

FROM TOM AUERBACH—Here is a link to the AvWeb
Photo of the Week. The picture that I took of Jon Taylor
(N66JT) along the Alaskan Coastline east of Yakutat near
Grand Plateau Glacier is available in full resolution. Fly-
ing Over Misty Fjords
http: / /www.avweb.com/newspics/potw/ large//
potw10_1343.jpg

NATHAN HAWKINSON announces his new website.
www.JustPlaneCleanInc.com
Just 'Plane' Clean
AIRCRAFT CLEANING, INC.
McPherson, Kansas Newton, KS
Serving Central Kansas
Phone: (620) 755-2733
E-mail: NHawkinson@JustPlaneCleanInc.com

FROM PAUL FIEBICH—Did you know that my flight to
Oshkosh article was published in an Australian Maga-
zine called the Pacific Flyer? (Included in last month’s
FLY PAPER. See images in our online issue this month.)

GREAT NEWS FROM MEL CRIST—A recent pet scan
shows Mel’s cancer is in remission!!! Dr. Dakhil, che-
motherapy Oncologist, said it looked good and that Mel,
upon examination, did not show any signs of active can-
cer. Dr. Sunderland, Ear, Nose and Throat , examined
him as well, and could not find any signs of cancer.
Thank God for answered prayers!

WAYNE MELANSON is working on the directory for our
group. He is updating member information, and com-
piling photos for an on-line version of the directory.
Please make sure Wayne has a photo of you! 620-624-
8830 or wvmelanson@sbcglobal.net

HEARD IN
THE

HANGAR

FROM TODD CRIST—I got the privilege to fly this L-
39 Albatros today for about an hour and a half with Larry
Salgenek From Santa Fe New Mexico. I recommend it.
http://jetwarbird.com/

DO NOT MISS SEEING THIS! AJ JUDY sent the fol-
lowing link, of a Sopwith Camel flying with a Spitfire. It is
VERY interesting!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtprTL66-FY



EAA CHAPTER 377
Mary Shortridge
Newsletter Editor/Publisher
105 Drury Lane
Garden City, KS  67846

First Class Postage

DID YOU KNOW???? There are
LOTS more photos in the on-line

version? In COLOR?
www.eaa377.org

LYDDONS/LBL NOV. 3 @ NOON

A few photos from WAYNE MELANSON that he has gathered for our upcoming directory. It will be a TERRIFIC
resource for members of Chapter 377. Does Wayne have your photo????? Don’t be camera shy!

HARRY & MARILYN BARTEL and their 172. DAVE FALKE and his C-152.

RON & NANCY JUDY and their Navion. GARY WHITE family.



Chapter 377
Scrapbook

November 2007

STEVE PROEHL with his Piper Pacer at ASH

TODD CRIST in the L-39
Albatros

BELOW: Last month’s fly-in at
Ashland. Left is ALAN JUDY’s
RV6. Photos by WAYNE
MELANSON.

ANTOINE ROELS of Belgium took these photos while in the United States, on tour with the CAF B24 these past
few months. Left is ‘Ol 927 at Houston. Right is at AirSho in Midland, TX. You can see more photos and read about
‘Ol 927 at www.cafb29b24.org

RIGHT: MARY SHORTRIDGE’s new
“nose art” on her Comanche.



Subject: P-51 StorySubject: P-51 StorySubject: P-51 StorySubject: P-51 StorySubject: P-51 Story

Old aviators and old airplanes never seem to die. They just fly off into eternity.

This is a good story about a vivid memory of a P-51 and its American pilot by a boy who was 12 years old in
Canada in 1967. It was sent to me by a friend in Canada and you may know a few others who would appreciate

it.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

It was noon on a Sunday as I recall, the day that a Mustang P-51 was to take to the air. They said it had flown in
during the night from some US airport and the pilot had been tired. I marveled at the size of the plane dwarfing the
Pipers and Canucks tied down by her. It was much larger than in the movies. She glistened in the sun like a
bulwark of security from days gone by.

The pilot arrived by cab, paid the driver, and then stepped into the flight lounge. He was an older man; his wavy
hair was gray and tossed. It looked like it might have been combed, say, around the turn of the century.

His flight jacket was checked, creased and worn - it smelled old and genuine. Old Glory was prominently sewn to
its shoulders. He projected a quiet air of proficiency and pride devoid of arrogance. He filed a quick flight plan to
Montreal (Expo-67, Air Show) then walked across the tarmac.

After taking several minutes to perform his walk-around check the pilot returned to the flight lounge to ask if
anyone would be available to stand  by with fire extinguishers while he "flashed the old bird up. Just to be safe."

Though only 12 at the time I was allowed to stand by with an extinguisher, after brief instruction on its use -- "If you
see a fire, point, then pull this lever!" I later became a firefighter, but that's another story.

 The air around the exhaust manifolds shimmered like a mirror from fuel fumes as the huge prop started to rotate.
One manifold, then another, and yet another barked -- I stepped back with the others.  In moments the Packard-
built Merlin engine came to life with a thunderous roar, blue flames knifed from her manifolds. I looked at the
others' faces, there was no concern. I lowered the bell of my extinguisher.  One of the guys signaled to walk back
to the lounge and we did.

Several minutes later we could hear the pilot doing his pre flight run-up. He'd taxied to the end of runway 19, out of
sight. All went quiet for several seconds; we raced from the lounge to the second story deck to see if we could
catch a glimpse of the P-51 as she started down the runway. We could not.

There we stood, eyes fixed to a spot half way down 19. Then a roar ripped across the field, much louder than
before, like a furious hell was set loose---something mighty was coming this way. "Listen to that thing!"  Said the
controller.  In seconds the Mustang burst into our line of sight.

Its tail was already off and it was moving faster than anything I'd ever seen by that point on 19. Two-thirds the way
down 19 the Mustang was airborne with her gear going up.  The prop tips were supersonic; we clasped our ears
as the Mustang climbed hellish fast into the circuit to be eaten up by the dog-day haze.

We stood for a few moments in stunned silence trying to digest what we'd just seen. The controller rushed by me
to the radio. " Kingston tower calling Mustang?" He looked back to us as he waited for an acknowledgment. The



radio crackled, "Go ahead Kingston ."

"Roger
 Mustang, Kingston tower would like to advise the circuit is clear for a low level pass." I stood in shock because
the controller had, more or less, just asked the pilot to return for an impromptu air show!

The controller looked at us. "What?" He asked. "I just can't let that guy go without asking, I couldn't forgive myself!"
The radio crackled once again, " Kingston, do I have permission for a low level pass, east to west, across the
field?"

"Roger Mustang, the circuit is clear for an east to west pass."

"Roger, Kingston, I'm coming out of 3000 feet, stand by." We rushed back onto the second-story deck, eyes fixed
toward the eastern haze.

The sound was subtle at first, a high-pitched whine, a muffled screech, then a distant scream. Moments later the
P-51 burst through the haze. Her airframe straining against positive G's and gravity, wing tips spilling contrails of
condensed air, prop-tips again supersonic as the burnished bird blasted across the eastern margin of the field
shredding and tearing through the air.

She passed by about 400 mph and 100 yards from where we stood with the old American pilot saluting.  Imagine,
a salute!  I felt like laughing, I felt like crying, she glistened, she screamed, the building shook, my heart pounded.

Then the old pilot pulled her up and rolled, and rolled, and rolled again out of sight into the broken clouds and
indelibly into my memory.

I've never wanted to be an American more than on that day. It was a time when many nations in the world looked
to America as their big brother, a steady and even-handed beacon of security who navigated difficult political
water with grace and style; not unlike the pilot who'd just flown into my memory. He was proud, not arrogant,
humble, not a braggart, old and honest, projecting an aura of America at its best.

That America will return one day, I know it will.

 Until that time, I'll just send off this story; call it a reciprocal salute, to the old American pilot who wove a memory
forever for a young Canadian that's lasted a lifetime.







ASHLAND FLY-IN—WAYNE MELANSONASHLAND FLY-IN—WAYNE MELANSONASHLAND FLY-IN—WAYNE MELANSONASHLAND FLY-IN—WAYNE MELANSONASHLAND FLY-IN—WAYNE MELANSON

WAYNE MELANSON & his Cherokee 180 DAVID BLACK & his Bonanza

ALAN JUDY & his RV-6 KALEB JONES family



TODD CRISTTODD CRISTTODD CRISTTODD CRISTTODD CRIST


